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July update:

e The Pastor’s Desk
o LifeWise Updates
e Car Show

o July Calendar

GIBSONBURG

J COMMUNITY CHURCH

Hello everyone,

| pray you are all doing well. We’ve Got a few things coming
up soon so please stay engaged and feel free to hang up the
calendar on the back.

The Pastor’s Desk

June 18, 2026

Hello all! I pray this letter finds you well this week. I apologize for
taking so long to get a new devotional. Although it is summer and the days
are wonderfully long in terms of daylight hours, I’'m still learning how fast
those days go. In this new season of my life. [ wanted to spend some time
talking about VBS and the wonderful experience it was. It was quite en-
couraging seeing us go from 5 kids last year to 35+ this year for kids.

Now, for those of you who don’t know, we did try using a different
program and a different time slot for the summer for VBS. Now the pro-
gram came out of my interest, and the different time slot came out of neces-
sity, as we didn’t have enough time to plan at the beginning of summer.

I’11 be the first one to tell you I was wrong. Now, last year's program, while
it was solid material and gospel-based, was not a good fit for us. But I'm
still grateful for last year's attempt, as I believe it taught us a few things,
mostly that we see evidence of God’s providence in this year's VBS. This
does not mean last year's was a failure or that the program was bad; it just
didn’t serve our needs in the same way this year's program did. That is evi-
dent in the fact that we had 35+ kids in attendance, with at least 5 making
professions of faith and receiving a bible. What a win and how wonderful
that was.

I personally had great joy with VBS this year as my role shifted. For
those of you who don’t know, in years past, I ran the middle school VBS,
which at its peak was 30 kids alone, and we at best had 5 adults total. This
was an exciting time, but also unsustainable. So, we shifted this year and
did not offer middle school. This does not mean we don’t value those chil-
dren, just that we knew moving forward, something would have to change.
And until we have more volunteers to reach more youth, it was wiser to
make a switch. Now, what this meant for me is I had the opportunity to fill
a different role. I got the chance to bust out my acting chops as Dr. Flutter-
by, PhD, a leading butterfly scientist. Unfortunately, I have to admit some-
thing to you all: I was more nervous about doing that role, which I was only
acting for a few minutes each day, than I would be preaching on any other
Sunday. I know it’s strange, but I could not believe I had to deal with that.
My other role was leading the Bible Adventure station (lesson), which I was
so joyful to have Olivia help.



And I can proudly say Amelia was the youngest
VBS attendee we’ve ever had.

VBS is a great ministry, but unfortu-
nately/thankfully, (this is only a joke, as I am re-
covering from the flu), it is only a week. More to
that, there were a handful of times that I heard a
few kids quite disappointed when they realized Fri-
day was the last day. This ministry, while it has a
big momentary impact, is only one week out of the
year. This would fall into the category of “come
and see” when it comes to discipleship. Both for
the kids and the adults. We do need this ministry,
but we need other ministries that have consistency
that can build relationships on a more regular ba-
sis. Which is why I have been champlomng Life-
Wise Academy. I believe this program is some-
thing that will help our church spark that con-
sistency, get our name out in this community in a
positive manner.

Additionally, one last thing I want to
share is that there is an apparent need for a youth
group in our church. I’ve been praying heavily
about this lately. I want to see a new ministry
come into fruition, but I am not sure if I am the one
to do it, at least at this time. So, as I prayerfully
consider if the time is right for me, I would ask
you to prayerfully consider if it is something you
could assist with. I realize there’s not much to go
on there, and understand I make no promises to
anything but, just know they need and desire are
both present.

Thank you all for your time this
week, and I apologize that it has been almost a
month since my last writing. Thank you for your
patience, as always, see you Sunday! Maay God
bless and keep you,

-Pastor Nick

June 25, 2026

Hello all! I pray this letter finds you well
this week. Lately, I’ve been spending arguably too
much time on social media. Maybe you’re like
me, or maybe you’re a little healthier than I am.
One thing has become very clear to me: social me-
dia is amoral, not immoral; the prefix “a” means it
lacks what follows. It is a tool like a brick or an
axe. A brick can be used to build a house an axe
can be used to chop wood. On the flipside, though,
a brick can be used to bust open a window, and an
axe can be wielded with murderous intent. Social
media can turn into the same thing for us. It can be
used as a tool for networking and to platform a

good message; it can also be used to spread evil
and violence. And we can sit there as consumers
just filling up our minds with “garbage”. Admit-
tedly, I’ve been on the bad side of it and have been
caught up in the riots in the UK that have been
sparked by migrant attacks. The more and more |
watch, the angrier I get. Maybe many of you have
consumed this same material and have had similar
responses. For me, I have to pause, because |
don’t like the man it’s turning me into. Recently,
there was a pastor in Florida who attacked a young
man because, for years, this young man, who lived
across the street from the church, had been harass-
ing this pastor, and in the last incident, this young
man threatened to rape and murder this pastor's
wife and grandchildren. All of it is frustrating and
sickening as a man; my natural tendency is to be
angry and cheer on that pastor for protecting his
family and his flock.

But we have to pause and ask what the bib-
lical response to an incident like this is. I do not
know the statistics of violent crime over the last
few decades. Regardless, violence will always be
with us on this side of eternity. We can be wise in
how to handle the unstable individuals who may be

more prone to it. But
& there’s an aspect of
- : the shepherd imagery
) . inthe bible that is
. not shared enough.
& When we hear Jesus
- is a shepherd and
% pastors are called to
v be shepherds, this is
&/F the image we often
# think of.
e This is only partly
& true, yes there is a
 kindness and gentle-
@ ness to Jesus, and he
' is there to comfort
and care for us and to lead us to green pastures.
But another aspect is his protection. Contextually,
when people in ancient times would have heard
shepherd, this is not the image that would have
come to mind. Consider David, who was a shep-
herd as a young man and wrestled lambs out of the
mouths of lions. Killing wolves and bears. There's
nothing gentle about that act of a shepherd.

Psalm 23:4 says, “Yea, though I walk
through the valley of the shadow of death, I will
fear no evil; for thou art with me; Thy rod and thy
staff, they comfort me.”




The rod in this poem of David is a multiuse tool. It
can be used to guide, inspect, and correct the flock,
but it is also a sign of God’s strength. It was used to
kill dangerous predators when their goal is to kill
and destroy the flock. So as Christian’s, I do be-
lieve there is a time when we are called to be dan-
gerous in terms of protection. But we are not called
to respond vengefully. We are expected to be lov-
ing in all things.

Currently, I’ve been reading through the
book Learning to Live and Love Like Jesus by Bran-
don Cook. In chapter two, he discusses the aspect
of being an ambassador of Jesus, that we represent
him to all people, but importantly, we represent eve-
ry aspect of him. When strength and protection are
needed, we should represent the power of Christ.
Again, this is not a call to commit violence, but it is
a reminder not to be lulled into the belief that Chris-
tians have to be soft and roll over when dangerous
animals prowl in the night.

But ultimately, I want to tell you all to be on
guard mostly to be on guard for your own mind if
you feel yourself getting shorter with people, or un-
necessarily angry about the things on the news and
social media. Take a pause from consuming that
garbage and consume God’s word. As always, see
you Sunday!

May God bless and keep you,

- Pastor Nick

Spread The Word!

Gibsonburg Community Church Car Show is
Right around the Corner!
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LifeWise Academy
Lifewise Academy Monthly Update:

We are excited to share some wonderful updates
from Lifewise Academy here in Gibsonburg!

Our recent benefit dinner was a tremendous suc-
cess. We had more than 30 in attendance and
sold out of every dinner! We are grateful for the
incredible support from our communi-

ty. Through the generosity of our donors and
attendees, more than 10 students were sponsored
and we received several one time gift donations,
helping ensure that more children can participate
in Lifewise this fall. THANK YOU!

Enrollment is now open, and we are excited to
welcome the students. We currently have 7 en-
rolled students and look forward to seeing that
number grow in the coming weeks. Be sure to

spread the word! You can enroll at our website:
www.lifewise.org/gibsonburgoh

We also had a fantastic turnout at the Gibson-
burg Homecoming Festival. It was a blessing to
connect with people in our community that
share the mission of Lifewise.

As we look ahead, we ask for your continued
prayers. Please pray for our leadership team as
we continue to grow. We are also praying for
God to provide us with teachers and volunteers
who are passionate about investing in the next
generation. If that is you, please reach out soon!

Thank you for your continued support, encour-
agement, and prayers. Please know that every
note and card we have received has been kept
and hung up to remind ourselves of the reason
we keep going. This is kingdom work. Together,
we are making an eternal impact in the lives of
students and families.

-Mandy Bentley
Gibsonburg Program Director
mandybentley@lifewise.org


http://www.lifewise.org/gibsonburgoh
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