
Hello everyone,  I 
pray you are all do-
ing well.  We’ve Got 
a few things coming 
up soon so please 
stay engaged and 
feel free to hang up 
the calendar on the 
back.    
 
• The Pastor’s Desk 
 
• Youth Group 

 

• School Supply  
Collection 
 

• Car Show 

 

• LifeWise Academy 
Updates 
 

• August calendar 
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July 16th, 2026 
Hello all! I hope this week finds you well. 

Have you noticed the sky lately? That almost oppressive haziness in the air and 

tint in the sky, the sun looking dim, almost surprised that you can actually with-

stand looking directly at it in the middle of July. Well, if you’ve been following 

the news lately, you know that's smoke drifting down from wildfires burning up in 

Canada, hundreds of miles away. It's strange to think that something burning that 

far from us can settle right here over Gibsonburg and make the air feel heavy in 

our own lungs. I went outside this morning on my way to church and initially 

looked out the window and thought, “Wow, it’s quite foggy out today,” not realiz-

ing how bad the smoke would actually get.  But as soon as I stepped outside, reali-

ty struck: it’s not foggy; that’s not water in the air; it actually feels quite dry.   

Then I smelled it, the smoke was that strong.  Being that I’ve dealt with asthma 

most of my life, I immediately could feel it in my chest, and there was this low, 

hanging oppressiveness to the air around me. Something just feels wrong or at 

least not normal, at least not what we typically expect when heading outside on 

what should be a beautiful summer day. 

And that's what got me thinking about perspective and surprise. 

None of us asked for that smoke. None of us caused those fires. We didn't know 

the full scope of its impact until it was already here.  But isn't that how a lot of 

hard things work in our lives? We don't get to pick when disorientation rolls in. 

One day the sky is clear, and the next you're squinting through haze that wasn't 

there before: a diagnosis, a phone call, a loss, a fear you didn't know was coming. 

And it's oppressive. It sits on you like an elephant on your chest. It changes how 

you see everything else that day, even good things, because the air itself feels dif-

ferent; it feels wrong.  

Job never truly received an explanation for his suffering; instead, God answered 

him from a whirlwind, essentially reordering Job's whole perspective on who is in 

control (Job 38:1-4). Job didn't get his questions answered; he got a bigger picture. 

That's often how God meets us in the unexpected, not by removing the smoke, but 

by widening our vision of Him within it. 

The Psalms are full of this same honesty. Psalm 46:1-2 says, "God is our refuge 

and strength, a very present help in trouble. Therefore, we will not fear though the 

earth gives way." Notice here that the author doesn't say trouble won't come, or 

that the ground won't shake. He says God is present in the shaking. That's the per-

spective we must understand, not denying the hard thing, but relocating where you 

stand in relation to it. 

Paul writes something similar in Romans 8:28 "And we know that for those who 

love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to 

his purpose." That word "all" is doing a lot of work there. Not "the pleasant 

things." All things. Even smoke drifting in from somewhere else, somewhere we 

never chose, somewhere out of our control. 

And then there's James 1:2-3 "Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials 

of various kinds, for you know that the testing of your faith produces steadfast-

ness." That's a surprising instruction, honestly. Count it joy? Not because the trial 

itself is joyful, but because of what it produces, and because of who's producing it 

in you. 



So, here's what I keep coming back to this week: the 

smoke will clear. It always does. The wind shifts, the rain 

comes, the sky opens back up, and we can see the sun 

again, even if we shouldn’t look at it directly. But while 

the smoke is here, oppressive as it feels, we're not left to 

just endure it blindly; we're invited to breathe through it 

with our eyes on the One who was never surprised by it in 

the first place. Nothing that reaches us is a surprise to 

Him, even when it's a total surprise to us. Now, when the 

unexpected rolls in, either literally or not, don't just brace 

for it. Look up. Ask God to reorient your perspective the 

way He reoriented Job's. The hard, unplanned things in 

life are still under the same authority that holds the wind 

and the fire and the rain. 

I pray you all have a good rest of your week, clear skies or 

not. See you Sunday!  

 May God Bless and Keep You! 

  -Pastor Nick 

 

July 30th, 2026 
Hello all! I hope this week finds you well. 

Some of you may be aware, but last week I 

wrapped up another semester with Winebrenner Semi-

nary. Currently, I have finished 58 credit hours of an 81-

credit degree.  So, thankfully, the end is very nearly in 

sight.  If all goes to plan, a year from now I should be fin-

ished.  I am happy to share that I am currently sitting at 

3.63 GPA. Please understand this is not a point of brag-

ging or pride; rather, if you know my history and strug-

gles with academics, this is a sign of God’s providence for 

my life.  I initially intended to get a letter out to you all 

last week, but time was not exactly on my side.  Regard-

less, I’m here now and have some time to share these life 

updates and thoughts.  As you know, Olivia went back to 

work at her hospital, and in one evening I gained a whole 

new perspective and appreciation of single parents.  I 

don’t write this to be funny, or at least not solely to be 

funny.   But raising children is something you can’t pre-

pare for, and the truth of the phrase “it takes a village” is 

very apparent to me now.  I will admit that Olivia has 

been doing the majority of the heavy lifting when it comes 

to caring for Amelia, but now it seems it will be much 

more balanced out from here forward.   

 Now I can’t remember if I’ve shared this with you 

all before, but I wanted to talk about the word “ebenezer”.  

You’ve either never heard the word, or you only know it 

because of the song and are now singing that in your head.  

Or you’re a rare individual and know its meaning.  I admit 

I didn’t fully understand it until a seminary class.   This is 

the line from the song Come Thou Fount of Every Bless-

ing that we get Ebenezer. 

 

 Here I raise my Ebenezer; 

 hither by thy help I’m come; 

 and I hope, by thy good pleasure, 

 safely to arrive at home. 

 

We see “Ebenezer” first used in 1 Samuel 4:1, but we can 

understand its meaning better from 1 Samuel 7:10-12.   

“10 While Samuel was sacrificing the burnt offer-

ing, the Philistines drew near to engage Israel in 

battle. But that day the Lord thundered with loud 

thunder against the Philistines and threw them 

into such a panic that they were routed before the 

Israelites. 11 The men of Israel rushed out of 

Mizpah and pursued the Philistines, slaughtering 

them along the way to a point below Beth 

Kar.12 Then Samuel took a stone and set it up be-

tween Mizpah and Shen. He named it Ebenezer, 

saying, “Thus far the Lord has helped us.” 

 

In Hebrew, it translates to “Stone of Help”.  This moment 

is quite interesting.  He grabs a stone, likely a rather large 

one, as a trail marker for others to look upon in the future, 

and it must have been placed in a way that people would 

assume it was set up intentionally.   And names this the 

“stone of help”; then in the next line it serves as a dou-

bling of the word help.  The rock only serves as a remind-

er of God being the one who has helped the Israelites.  It 

also serves as a reminder: as in chapter 4, Ebenezer was 

the site of a massive loss at the hands of the Philistine ar-

my.  

Now understand, friends, this rock is not a monument to 

Israel's win. Read the whole chapter, and Israel barely 

does anything in the battle; verse 10 says the Lord thun-

dered against the Philistines and threw them into confu-

sion before Israel even engaged. The stone isn't "look 

what we did." It's "look what happened while we weren't 

in control of the outcome." 

I don't think the application for us is to literally "go find a 

rock." The application is Samuel's direction here; we 

shouldn’t let deliverance turn into vague gratitude.  We 

should attach our gratitude to something specific, a date, a 

place, a phrase you'll actually literally be reminded of.  

This isn't unique to Samuel, by the way. Joshua does the 

same thing with the twelve stones from the Jordan in 

Joshua 4, and he says, ‘the stones are for when your kids 

ask “what do these stones mean to you?”’ (Josh. 4:6). The 

memorial's whole job is to survive long enough to answer 

a question you haven't been asked yet. That's the differ-

ence between an Ebenezer and just journaling your feel-

ings one time and moving on. An Ebenezer is built to be 

walked past again, ideally by someone other than you. 

Practically, that might look like: 

• Naming a specific date or season out loud, not “God 

has been good to me” in general, but “thus far, from April 



to July, when we didn’t know what the first few months of 

child-raising would look like,  God has been with us.”  

Additionally, for me, it’s a reminder of finishing every 

semester successfully. In a sense, this month off of class 

serves as an “Ebenezer”. 
• Telling the story to someone else in such a way that it 

couldn’t have been done without God. Samuel's stone had 

a caption and an explanation of God’s provision.  We 

need one as well when we receive God’s blessings. 
Building it before the next battle, not during it. Samuel 

sets this stone up right after the Mizpah deliverance, while 

it's fresh, precisely because he knows chapter 8 is coming 

and Israel's about to ask for a king because they've forgot-

ten how badly they need to be helped. 
The line from the hymn we know, “here I raise my 

Ebenezer, hither by Thy help I'm come” actually gets the 

grammar right in a way people miss when they just sing it. 

He's not asking for help. He's testifying that help already 

happened, in the past tense, at a fixed point, so he can 

stand on it in whatever happens next. That's how we 

should give thanks and request help. We should not just 

say “God, help me”; we should declare “thus far, He has.”   

 

Stand firm with your Ebenezer. I’ll see you Sunday! 

 May God Bless and Keep You! 

  -Pastor Nick 

 

Youth Group  
 We launched a weekly youth group meeting recently, 

starting July 10th .  We meet on Fridays from 6pm-8pm.  

This is something I’ve been wanting to recreate for awhile 

and maybe it wasn’t the best time to restart, considering 

I’m not finished with seminary and I just became a first 

time father.  But I believe if we want to move forward as 

being an organization that is involved in this community 

we must engage with the youth.   It may be a cliché but 

the are literally our future.  And have much to offer in 

terms of insight and questions.  You’d be quite surprised 

by the wisdom and questions some of them have.   

 

Now moving forward we are considering changing the 

meeting day from Friday evenings to Sunday evenings 

due to the after school events often being held on Fridays.  

This will likely be moved when the school year starts but I 

will keep you all informed about  this change.  

 

Lastly I wanted to reach out to make a request for volun-

teers.  As I believe this program is important for this 

church it takes many people bearing the load of what is 

required.  If you are interested in being involved please 

see me.  For specifics I’m not necessarily look for a teach-

er or anyone to lead every week.  It would be a huge help 

if anyone is able to provide some snack items  preferably 

every week but if you can only commit to once a month 

I’ll take that as well.   Additionally I would just add that 

you pray for these young lives and pray for the ministry as 

a whole as well.  Thank you for your time and considera-

tion.   

  -Pastor Nick  

 

School Supply Collection 
Now through August 23, we are collecting 

school supplies for the Gibsonburg  

Elementary classes.  Supply sheets are on 

the table in the hallway. 

 

 

 

Gibsonburg Community  

Church Car Show  
Saturday, September 5.  Registration 

from 10-12 shows until 3pm.  All Years, 

All Makes, All Models!  Free Will  

Offering for registration and food!   

 

 

 

LifeWise Updates  
We have several exciting updates and prayer requests as 

we continue to build our LifeWise program in the commu-

nity: 

We were out at Lindsey’s Sunflower Festival  last week 

and made good connections with the community of  Lind-

sey.  Currently we are working on having Lindsey Trinity 

Church partnering with us with this ministry.  

• Open House: We are planning an open house for stu-

dents and parents on September 3rd. It will be a won-

derful opportunity to meet our staff, explore our class-

rooms, and welcome our students with special gifts. 

• Outdoor Movie Night: Mark your calendars 

for August 21st! We are hosting an outdoor movie 

night featuring "Great Awakening." This event will be 

a great chance for us to share about LifeWise, distrib-

ute information, and connect with more families. 

• Urgent Prayer Request: Our greatest current need is 

for a teacher for our K-5 program. We are looking 

for someone who is spiritually mature and prepared to 

faithfully guide our students. Please join us in prayer 

that the right person will step forward to fill this vital 

role, as well as for more volunteers to support our mis-

sion. 

Thank you for your ongoing prayers and support as we 



work to impact the lives of students in our community!  


